Life on Earth 2: Living and dying
Jewish Text: Gen 25:5-11
Abraham gave all he had to Isaac.
But to the sons of his concubines
Abraham gave gifts, while he was still
living, and he sent them away from his
son Isaac, eastward to the east country.
7 This is the length of Abraham’s life,
one hundred seventy-five years.
8 Abraham breathed his last and died in
a good old age, an old man and full of
years, and was gathered to his people.
10 the field that Abraham purchased
from the Hittites. There Abraham was
buried, with his wife Sarah.
11 After the death of Abraham God
blessed his son Isaac. And Isaac settled
at Beer-lahai-roi.
5
6

 ַויּ ִתֵּ ן אַב ְָרהָם אֶת־כָּל־ ֲאשֶׁר־לוֹ ְלי ִ ְצחָק׃5
 ְו ִל ְבנֵי ַהפִּי ַלגְשִׁים ֲאשֶׁר לְאַב ְָרהָם נָתַ ן אַב ְָרהָם6
שׁ ְלּחֵם ֵמעַל י ִ ְצחָק בְּנוֹ בְּעוֹדֶ נּוּ חַי קֵדְ מָה אֶל־
ַ ְ מַתָּ נ ֹת ַוי
א ֶֶרץ קֶדֶ ם׃
שׁנָה
ָ שׁנֵי־ ַחיּ ֵי אַב ְָרהָם ֲאשֶׁר־חָי מְאַת
ְ  ְו ֵאלֶּה יְמֵי7
שׁנִים׃
ָ שׁנָה ְו ָחמֵשׁ
ָ שׁ ְבעִים
ִ ְו
שׂ ֵב ַע ַויּ ֵאָסֶף
ָ  ַויִּגְוַע ַויָּמָת אַב ְָרהָם ְבּשֵׂיבָה טוֹבָה זָקֵן ְו8
אֶל־ ַעמָּיו׃
שׁ ָמעֵאל ָבּנָיו אֶל־ ְמע ַָרת
ְ ִ  ַויּ ִ ְקבְּרוּ א ֹתוֹ י ִ ְצחָק ְוי9
ַה ַמּ ְכ ֵפּלָה אֶל־שְׂדֵ ה ֶעפְר ֹן בֶּן־צֹחַר ַהחִתִּ י ֲאשֶׁר עַל־ ְפּנֵי
ַממ ְֵרא׃
שׁמָּה
ָ  ַהשָּׂדֶ ה ֲאשֶׁר־ ָקנָה אַב ְָרהָם ֵמאֵת ְבּנֵי־חֵת10
ֻקבַּר אַב ְָרהָם ְושׂ ָָרה ִאשְׁתּוֹ׃
 ַויְהִי אַח ֲֵרי מוֹת אַב ְָרהָם ַוי ְב ֶָרְך אֱֹלהִים אֶת־י ִ ְצחָק11
בְּנוֹ ַויֵּשֶׁב י ִ ְצחָק עִם־ ְבּאֵר ַלחַי רֹאִי׃ ס

These verses come from the first book in the Bible, Genesis, and are the final episode in the story of the
patriarch Abraham, and his wife Sarah. Earlier in Genesis, God has promised to Abraham that he will
make of him a great nation and that "all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you." (Gen
12:3) Sarah and Abraham are childless, even though God promises them a child, so Abraham takes
matters into his own hands and has a son, Ishmael, through his concubine Hagar. Eventually, in their old
age, Abraham's son, Isaac, is born to Sarah, his wife.
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Life on Earth 2: Living and dying
Christian Text:
Philippians 1:20-26
It is my eager expectation and hope that I
will not be put to shame in any way, but
that by my speaking with all boldness,
Christ will be exalted now as always in my
body, whether by life or by death.
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is
gain.
22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know
which I prefer.
23 I am hard pressed between the two: my
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for
that is far better;
24 but to remain in the flesh is more
necessary for you.
25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that
I will remain and continue with all of you
for your progress and joy in faith,
26 so that I may share abundantly in your
boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you
again.
20

κατὰ τὴν ἀποκαραδοκίαν καὶ ἐλπίδα
μου, ὅτι ἐν οὐδενὶ αἰσχυνθήσομαι, ἀλλ᾿ ἐν
πάσῃ παρρησίᾳ, ὡς πάντοτε, καὶ νῦν
μεγαλυνθήσεται Χριστὸς ἐν τῷ σώματί
μου, εἴτε διὰ ζωῆς εἴτε διὰ θανάτου.
21
ἐμοὶ γὰρ τὸ ζῇν, Χριστός· καὶ τὸ
ἀποθανεῖν, κέρδος.
22
εἰ δὲ τὸ ζῇν ἐν σαρκί, τοῦτό μοι καρπὸς
ἔργου· καὶ τί αἱρήσομαι οὐ γνωρίζω.
23
συνέχομαι γὰρ ἐκ τῶν δύο, τὴν ἐπιθυμίαν
ἔχων εἰς τὸ ἀναλῦσαι καὶ σὺν Χριστῷ εἶναι,
πολλῷ μᾶλλον κρεῖσσον·
24
τὸ δὲ ἐπιμένειν ἐν τῇ σαρκὶ
ἀναγκαιότερον δι᾿ ὑμᾶς.
25
καὶ τοῦτο πεποιθὼς οἶδα ὅτι μενῶ, καὶ
συμπαραμένῶ πᾶσιν ὑμῖν εἰς τὴν ὑμῶν
προκοπὴν καὶ χαρὰν τῆς πίστεως,
26
ἵνα τὸ καύχημα ὑμῶν περισσεύῃ ἐν
Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ ἐν ἐμοί, διὰ τῆς ἐμῆς
παρουσίας πάλιν πρὸς ὑμᾶς.
20

Notes: These verses are from a letter written by the apostle Paul to the newly formed
church in the town of Philippi in Eastern Macedonia. Paul is writing in about 62AD from
Rome, where he has been put under house arrest and is awaiting trial. In his letter he
urges the Christians in Philippi not to fear danger or persecution but to be bold in
proclaiming the message of their new faith in Christ.
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Life on Earth 2: Living and dying
Muslim text:
The Forgiver
40: 67-8
67 It is He who created you from dust,
then from a drop of fluid, then from a
tiny, clinging form, then He brought you
forth as infants, then He allowed you to
reach maturity, then He let you grow
old— though some of you die sooner—
and reach your appointed term so that
you may reflect. 68 It is He who gives life
and death, and when He ordains a thing,
He says only 'Be' and it is.

ب ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ِﻣﻦ ﻧﱡ ۡﻄﻔَ ۟ ٍﺔ ﺛُ ﱠﻢ
ٍ ۟ ھُ َﻮ ٱﻟﱠ ِﺬى َﺧﻠَﻘَڪُﻢ ﱢﻣﻦ ﺗُ َﺮا
ِﻣ ۡﻦ َﻋﻠَﻘَ ۟ ٍﺔ ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ﯾ ُۡﺨ ِﺮ ُﺟ ُﻜﻢۡ ِط ۡﻔ ۟ﻼً ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ﻟِﺘ َۡﺒﻠُ ُﻐ ٓﻮ ْا
ْ ُڪﻢۡ ﺛُ ﱠﻢ ﻟِﺘَ ُﻜﻮﻧ
ُ أَ ُﺷ ﱠﺪ
ﻮا ُﺷﯿُﻮ ۟ ًﺧ ۚﺎ َو ِﻣﻨ ُﻜﻢ ﱠﻣﻦ
ﯾُﺘَ َﻮﻓﱠ ٰﻰ ِﻣﻦ ﻗَ ۡﺒ ۖ ُﻞ َوﻟِﺘ َۡﺒﻠُ ُﻐ ٓﻮ ْا أَ َﺟ ۟ﻼً ﱡﻣ َﺴ ۟ ًّﻤﻰ
( ھُ َﻮ ٱﻟﱠ ِﺬى ﯾ ُۡﺤ ِۦ٦٧) ََوﻟَ َﻌﻠﱠڪُﻢۡ ﺗ َۡﻌﻘِﻠُﻮن
ﻰ
ُ ۖ َوﯾُ ِﻤ
ﻀ ٰ ٓﻰ أَﻣۡ ۟ ًﺮا ﻓَﺈِﻧﱠ َﻤﺎ ﯾَﻘُﻮ ُل ﻟَﮫُ ۥ ُﻛﻦ
َ َﯿﺖ ﻓَﺈ ِ َذا ﻗ
ُ ﻓَﯿَ ُﻜ
(٦٨) ﻮن

English translation: M.A.S. Abdel Haleem

Notes: This passage is taken from a Meccan chapter of the Qur’an, which takes its name
from the third verse where God is described as the ‘Forgiver of sins and Accepter of
repentance’. God’s ability to create is a common theme in the Qur’an, and these verses
are of several which cite the stages of gestation and life as evidence of God’s power.
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