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Cain and Abel

Hebrew Bible, Genesis 4:1-16
(English Translation: JPS)

! Now the man knew his wife Eve, and she
conceived and bore Cain, saying, "l have gained a
male child with the help of the Lord." * She then
bore his brother Abel. Abel became a keeper of
sheep, and Cain became a tiller of the soil. *In the
course of time, Cain brought an offering to the
Lord from the fruit of the soil; * and Abel, for his
part, brought the choicest of the firstlings of his
flock. The Lord paid heed to Abel and his offering, °
but to Cain and his offering He paid no heed. Cain
was much distressed and his face fell. ® And the
Lord said to Cain,"Why are you distressed, And
why is your face fallen? 7 Surely, if you do right,
There is uplift. But if you do not do right Sin
couches at the door; Its urge is toward you,
Yet you can be its master." & Cain said to his
brother Abel ... and when they were in the field,
Cain set upon his brother Abel and killed him. ° The
Lord said to Cain, "Where is your brother Abel?"
And he said, "I do not know. Am | my brother's
keeper?" ! Then He said, "What have you done?
Hark, your brother's blood cries out to Me from
the ground! ** Therefore, you shall be more cursed
than the ground, which opened its mouth to
receive your brother's blood from your hand. ? If
you till the soil, it shall no longer vyield its strength
to you. You shall become a ceaseless wanderer on
earth." * Cain said to the Lord, "My punishment is
too great to bear! * Since You have banished me
this day from the soil, and | must avoid Your
presence and become a restless wanderer on
earth — anyone who meets me may kill me!" *°
The Lord said to him, "I promise, if anyone Kkills
Cain, sevenfold vengeance shall be taken on him."
And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest anyone who
met him should kill him. *® Cain left the presence
of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, east of
Eden.
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Cain and Abel

New Testament , Matthew 23:29-39
(English Translation: NRSV)

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you build the tombs of the prophets and
decorate the graves of the righteous, **and you
say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors,
we would not have taken part with them in
shedding the blood of the prophets.” ** Thus you
testify against yourselves that you are descendants
of those who murdered the prophets. **Fill up,
then, the measure of your ancestors. >3You
snakes, you brood of vipers! How can you escape
being sentenced to hell? **Therefore | send you
prophets, sages, and scribes, some of whom you
will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your
synagogues and pursue from town to town, > so
that upon you may come all the righteous blood
shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to
the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah, whom
you murdered between the sanctuary and the
altar. 36Tru|y | tell you, all this will come upon this
generation. 3 “jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often have | desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were not willing! ®See,
your house is left to you, desolate. ¥ For | tell you,
you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

Quai  Upiv, ypappateic  kai  dapioaiol
UnokpITai, 0TI OIKOOOWEITE TOUG TAPOUG TWV
npoPeNTWV Kai KOOMEITE T& WJvNUEId TOV
dikaiwv, *°kai AéyeTe, Ei Aueda év Taic Ruépaic

TOV NaTtépwv AUOV, OUK av AueBa autv
31 «

KOIVWVOI €V T® dipgaTi TOV NpopnTOV. ~“WOTE
MapTupeite €auTtoic  OTI uioi  éoTE TV
(POVEUCAVTWV TOUGC MNPOPATAG. >2kai  UWEIG

NANPWOATE TO METPOV TV NATEPWV UPDV.
3dpeic yevvApaTa éxIOVAYV, NOC GUYNTE anod
TAC KPICEWC TAC YeEvvNG; *B1a TOUTO idoU éyw
AnooTEAAW MPOC UNAG MPOPATAG Kai ocogpoug
Kai ypapuaTteic: €€ alTv AnNOKTEVEITE Kai
OTAUPWOETE, Kai €€ aUTOV HACTIYWOETE €V
TAIC ouvaywydaic Up®v  Kai dIwEeTe  4&no
NOAEWC €i¢ NOAIV: 6nwg EABN é@' UNEC nav
aiga dikaiov ékXUVVOMeVoV £éni TAC YAC anod
ToU aipatog ABeA 10U dikaiou €wg Tol aiparTog
Zaxapiou uiol Bapayxiou, ov £@oveuoaTe
pETA&L ToU vaol kai Tol BuoiaoTnpiou. *aunv
Aéyw updiv, A&l Tadta navra éni TAV yeveav

Tautnv.  3”lepoucaAnu  lepoucaAqu, R
anokTeivouoa TOUG npogpnTag Kai
ABoBoAoloca TouGg aneocTaApévoug  npog

auTAv, noodakic ABEANCa Enouvayayeiv Ta
TéEKVAQ 00U, OV Tponov OpvIG £NICUVAYElI T
voooia auTAGc und TAag nNTépuyacg, Kai ouk
ABeAfoaTe. #idou agieTal Upiv & oikog UPDV
gpnuoc. P Aéyw yap Uuiv, ou A We BnTE an'
apTl €wg av €innTe, EUAOYNHEVOG O EPYXONEVOG
€V OVOUATI Kupiou.
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Cain and Abel

Quran, The table spread/The feast 5:27-32
(English Translation: Abdel Haleem)

27 [Prophet], tell them the truth about the story of . . . .

Adam's two sons: each of them offered a sacrifice, L ~J9 ~J9 ‘ @"JL’ f"‘ LS‘" L“’ ("?'Lc J’b
and it was accepted from one and not the other. . B B
One said, 'l will kill you," but the other said, 'God Ji >N S Jan 3y Laos! e
only accepts the sacrifice of those who are mindful . _ o
of Him. 28 If you raise your hand to kill me, | will :r;j @ Cpas ’T&_:, ) .
not raise mine to kill you. | fear God, the Lord of all  ~ -

P B T
Wf)rlds, 29 fandlwould rather you were burdened ’Ul s J L UG e 340 ) & b3
with my sins as well as yours and became an g ’ g g g
inhabitant of the Fire: such is the evildoers' , ¢ . . e LG S AP T
. . - |~ 2 epedeal | &5 ol 75l EMss
reward.' 30 But his soul prompted him to kill his == 3l (2D o <5 A e >

brother: he killed him and became one of the = _
losers. 31 God sent a raven to scratch up the ng\ Lo
ground and show him how to cover his brother's
corpse and he said, 'Woe is me! Could | not have ,4_“_9_, )4_1 up}ha uuUaJ‘ IJ J _3)
been like this raven and covered up my brother's

body?' He became remorseful. 32 On account of *%7 ; -1 & — a7 - Z-° frosrono L f
[his deed], We decreed to the Children of Israel W et @ \Jﬂ_‘;‘ g CWU ’ ﬁb"’;‘
that if anyone kills a person— unless in retribution
for murder or spreading corruption in the land— it

‘t:\
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is as if he kills all mankind, while if any saves a life _ P : . T P

T - > - > s > - TA47. 7 Sy . .
it is as if he saves the lives of all mankind. Our !4 Jf-f o)ﬁ ] uj—?&‘ 61'»’)'-3 JG 4>
messengers came to them with clear signs, but L

_ & .~ _ = E- 220
many of them continued to commit excesses in the & W.,ud\ &_,, C’*&u gl 82}«» 6))U ul‘/dl
land. - o i
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