
Beginnings 2: Humanity 

Hebrew Bible 
Genesis 1:26-29 

And God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. They shall rule the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, the cattle, the whole earth, and all the creeping 
things that creep on earth."  27 And God created man in 
His image, in the image of God He created him; male 
and female He created them.  28 God blessed them and 
God said to them, "Be fertile and increase, fill the earth 
and master it; and rule the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, and all the living things that creep on earth."  29 
God said, "See, I give you every seed-bearing plant that 
is upon all the earth, and every tree that has seed-
bearing fruit; they shall be yours for food. 

English Translation: JPS 1985 

מּוֵתנּו ֱאֹלקיםאֶמר ַוי   כו דְּ ֵמנּו כִּ ַצלְּ ּדּו  ַנֲעֶשה ָאָדם בְּ רְּ יִּ וְּ

ם עֹוף ַהָשַמיִּ ַגת ַהָים ּובְּ דְּ  בִּ
ָכל ֵהָמה ּובְּ ָכל ָהָאֶרץ-ּוַבבְּ ֵמש ַעל ָהֶרֶמש-ּובְּ ָהָאֶרץ-ָהר   

ָרא  כז בְּ מֹו-ֶאת ֱאֹלקיםַויִּ ַצלְּ ֶצֶלם  ָהָאָדם בְּ ָבָרא  ֱאֹלקיםבְּ

תֹו ֵקָבהָזכָ  א  ָתם ר ּונְּ ָבָרא א   

ָתם כח ָבֶרְך א  בּו  ֱאֹלקיםַוי אֶמר ָלֶהם  ֱאֹלקים ַויְּ רּו ּורְּ פְּ

אּו ֶאת לְּ ַגת ַהָים ָהָאֶרץ-ּומִּ דְּ דּו בִּ ָה ּורְּ שֻׁ בְּ כִּ ם וְּ עֹוף ַהָשַמיִּ  ּובְּ

ָכל ֶמֶשת ַעל ַחָיה-ּובְּ ָהָאֶרץ-ָהר   
ֵנה ָנַתתִּ  ֱאֹלקיםַוי אֶמר  כט ֵרַע ֶזַרע -ָכל-י ָלֶכם ֶאתהִּ ֵעֶשב ז 

ֵני ָכל-ֲאֶשר ַעל ָהָאֶרץ-פְּ  
ֶאת י-ָהֵעץ ֲאֶשר-ָכל-וְּ רִּ ֵרַע ָזַרע ֵעץ-בֹו פְּ ֶיה  ז  הְּ  ָלֶכם יִּ

ָלה ָאכְּ  לְּ
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Beginnings 2: Humanity 

Old Testament 
Genesis 2:4-9   

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the 

earth when they were created. In the day that the LORD
 

God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no plant 

of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field 

had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it 

to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the 

ground; 6 but a stream would rise from the earth, and 

water the whole face of the ground— 7 then the LORD 

God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the 

man became a living being. 8 And the LORD God planted 

a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man 

whom he had formed. 9 Out of the ground the LORD God 

made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight 

and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of 

the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil. 

English Translation: NRSV 

ָהָאֶרץ  ד ם וְּ דֹות ַהָשַמיִּ ָאםהִּ בְּ  ֵאֶלה תֹולְּ יֹום  ָברְּ  “הֲעשֹות  בְּ

ים ם ֱאֹלהִּ ָשָמיִּ יַח ַהָשֶדה  ה .ֶאֶרץ וְּ ל שִּ כ  ֶיה ָבָאֶרץ וְּ הְּ  ֶטֶרם יִּ

ָכל ָמח ַהָשֶדה ֵעֶשב וְּ צְּ יר   ֶטֶרם יִּ טִּ מְּ י ל א הִּ ים “הכִּ  ַעל ֱאֹלהִּ

ד ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ן, ַלֲעב  ָאָדם ַאיִּ ֵאד,  ו .ָהֲאָדָמה וְּ ן וְּ  ַיֲעֶלה מִּ

ָקה  ָהָאֶרץ שְּ הִּ ֵני ָהֲאָדָמה ָכל ֶאת וְּ יֶצר   ז .פְּ ים  “הַויִּ ֱאֹלהִּ

ן ָהָאָדם ֶאת ַאָפיו ָהֲאָדָמה ָעָפר מִּ ַפח בְּ ים ַויִּ ַמת ַחיִּ שְּ י  נִּ הִּ ַויְּ

ֶנֶפש ָהָאָדם ַטע   ח .ַחָיה לְּ ים “הַויִּ ֵעֶדן ַגן ֱאֹלהִּ ֶקֶדם בְּ  מִּ

ַמח   ט .ָהָאָדם ֲאֶשר ָיָצר ֶאת  ָיֶשם ָשםוַ  ים “הַוַיצְּ  ֱאֹלהִּ

ן ָמד ָכל ָהֲאָדָמהמִּ ֶאה ֵעץ ֶנחְּ ַמרְּ ַמֲאָכל לְּ טֹוב לְּ ים וְּ ֵעץ ַהַחיִּ  וְּ

תֹוְך ַהָגן ֵעץ בְּ  .ַהַּדַעת טֹוב ָוָרע וְּ
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Beginnings 2: Humanity 

Qur’an  
The Cow, 2:29-33 

29 It was He who created all that is on the earth for 
you, then turned to the sky and made the seven 
heavens; it is He who has knowledge of all things. 30 
[Prophet], when your Lord told the angels, 'I am putting 
a successor" on earth,' they said, 'How can You put 
someone there who will cause damage and bloodshed, 
when we celebrate Your praise and proclaim Your 
holiness?' but He said, 'I know things you do not.'  
31 He taught Adam all the names [of things], then He 
showed them to the angels and said, 'Tell me the 
names of these if you truly [think you can].' 32 They 
said, 'May You be glorified! We have knowledge  
only of what You have taught us. You are the All 
Knowing and All Wise.' "Then He said, 'Adam, tell them 
the names of these.' When he told them their names, 
God said, 'Did I not tell you that I know what is hidden 
in the heavens and the earth, and that I know what  
you reveal and what you conceal?'  

English Translation: Abdel Haleem 
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