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Hebrew Bible

Genesis 12:1-9
"The Lord said to Abram, “Go forth from your
native land and from your father’s house to the
land that | will show you.

%] will make of you a great nation,

And | will bless you;

| will make your name great,

And you shall be a blessing.

*| will bless those who bless you

And curse him that curses you;

And all the families of the earth

Shall bless themselves before you.”
“Abram went forth as the Lord had commanded
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he left Haran. >Abram took his
wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the
wealth that they has amassed, and the persons
that they had acquired in Haran; and they set out
for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in the
land of Canaan, ®Abram passed through the land as
far as the site of Shechem, at the terbinth of
Moreh*. The Canaanites were then in the land.
"The Lord appeared to Abram and said. “I will
assign this land to your offspring.” And he built an
altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.
®From there he moved on to the hill country east
of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the
west and Ai on the east; and he built there an altar
to the Lord and invoked the Lord by name. “Then
Abram journeyed by stages toward the Negeb.

English Translation: JPS 1985
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Introduction

Perhaps surprisingly, Abraham’s journey to the Promised Land, Canaan, actually begins with his father Terah. En
route, the family settles in Haran, and Terah dies there. Geographically, Haran is North of Canaan.

At this early stage in God’s relationship with Abraham, Abraham’s name still Abram, and his wife is called Sarai.
Later, their names are changed to represent their roles as patriarch and matriarch of a people with whom God

has made a covenant.

*Text note: a terebinth is usually understood to be an oak tree
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New Testament

Hebrews 11:8-16

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to
set out for a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he
was going. "By faith he stayed for a time in the
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land,
living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. *'By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he
was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—
because he considered him faithful who had
promised. *“Therefore from one person, and this
one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as
many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’

 All of these died in faith without having received
the promises, but from a distance they saw and
greeted them. They confessed that they were
strangers and foreigners on the earth, **for people
who speak in this way make it clear that they are
seeking a homeland. “°If they had been thinking of
the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. ‘°But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

English Translation: NRSV

8[Tiotet kadovpevog APoaap Ortrjovoev EEeABetv eig
TOTIOV OV HeEAAeV Aappavewy eic kAngovouiav, kai
eENABev un éruotdpevog mov égxetad. ‘Iliotet
TIQKNOEV €lC YNV TNG émayyeAiag wg dAAoTolav, év
oKNvais katoknoag peta Toaak kat Takwp tov
OLYKANQOVOHWV ThG EmayyeAiag TG avTthg:
10¢EedéxeTo Y TNV ToLG BepeAiovg Exovoav mOALY,
Ng Texvitng Kat dnpoveyog 0 Bedg. ITiotel kat avTn
Zagoa otelga dOVaLY elg KATABOATV OTTEQUATOG
EAafev Kal maQd Kalpov NALkiag, Emel mToToOV
NYNOATO TOV EMAYYELAAEVOV: 12D10 Kol ad' EVOg
gyevvnOnoav, kol tTadta VeVEKQWHEVOD, kabwg To
&OoTEA TOL 0VEAVOD T MANOEL kKAl WG 1] A0S 1] TTAQAX
10 Xethog TN OaAaoonc 1) avapiBunrtog. BKata
nilotv anédavov oToL TAVTES, U AaBoOvTeg TAg
enayyeAiag, aAAAx oépowOev avTac WoOvVTEeS Katl
AOTIAOAUEVOL, Kal OpLoAoyT)oavTeg OtL EEVOL kal
naQemidn ol elow Emi T YNg: ol yag Tolavta
Aéyovteg epudaviCovov dtL matolda érulnTovoty.
BBrat el pev Ekelvng Epvnuovevov ad' g EEEPnoay,
elxov av kaQov avakapat: 16vov d& kQeltTovog
opéyovtal, touT éoTiv émovgaviov. dlo ovK
EmaoVVETAL avTOLG 0 Beog B0 EmikaAeloBal

AVTOV, 1)TOIHACEV YXQ AVTOLG TTOALY.

Introduction

The letter to the Hebrews investigates the connection between Jesus and the Law of Moses. It attempts to
convince the Jewish Christians of the time not to forsake their faith in Jesus in order to avoid persecutions. The
author argues that Jesus is the complete revelation of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. This passage is one
example among many that the author draws from the Hebrew Bible; he uses them to show how faith in God
requires trusting in God's promises, even when not receiving the things promised. The letter's recipients are
encouraged to look to this 'great cloud of witnesses' and to endure their current suffering and persecutions,
trusting that God will reward them, as he rewarded Jesus, who endured the cross.
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Quran

Chapter 14 (Abraham): 37

"Our Lord, | have established some of my offspring Gl .
in an uncultivated valley,close to Your Sacred S ; 7"
House, Lord, so that they may keep up the prayer. . P
Make people's hearts turn to them, and provide J»LU‘ \/_;3 34&3
them with produce, so that they may be thankful.

English Translation: Abdel Haleem

Introduction

This passage is from chapter 14 of the Quran. It was revealed in Mecca (possibly the last of the Meccan
revelations) and deals with Abraham and his family (Hagar and Ishmael) and specifically their travels to Mecca
and the “uncultivated valley”. It further goes on to describe the construction of the Holy House (al-Kaba) in the
valley with is son and the prophet Ishmael.

Chapter 21 (The Prophets): 71-73

71 We saved him and Lot [and sent them] to the PP L - S ¥ G TR AP I e
land We blessed for all people, 72 and We gave him Zonelal] G2 LSJ_’ “é” quﬁl J‘ Wbsl5 ats
Isaac and Jacob as an additional gift, and made each -z, = s )

of them righteous. 73 We made all of them leaders, Gaz M5 AL Csaayy 53] 2 Giags (D)
guiding others by Our command, and We inspired

them to do good works, to keep up the prayer, and :°f " S = -
, & P upthe pray Gl sy M-’ ;’-G'—*-L“-?') ) Toake
to give alms: they were Our true worshippers.

English Translation: Abdel Haleem by f)‘\"a-” 23] ol (b ;v-é-:“ Ll
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Introduction

This passage is from chapter 21 of the Quran. It was revealed in Mecca and takes its name from stories of the
Prophets and tells the famous account of Abraham and his destruction of the idols. After breaking them, Abraham
is brought to task and the townsmen declare he be burned for this sacrilegious act. The Quran mentions that the
fire was miraculously made ‘cool’ and ‘peaceful’ for him. The passage taken leads from this account as Abraham,
his people and Lot emigrate. There is a difference of opinion as to their destination, though it is surmised
between Haran, Mecca and Syria.

W UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge Inter-faith Programme

C/O Rose Castle Foundation, Rose Castle, Dalston, Cumbria, CA5 7BZ, UK ROSE CASTLE
www.scripturalreasoning.org scripturalreasoning@rosecastle.foundation FOUNDATION




