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Life on Earth 2: Living and dying

Jewish Text: Gen 25:5-11

5 Abraham gave all he had to Isaac.

6 But to the sons of his concubines
Abraham gave gifts, while he was still
living, and he sent them away from his
son Isaac, eastward to the east country.
7 This is the length of Abraham’s life,
one hundred seventy-five years.

8 Abraham breathed his last and died in
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These verses come from the first book in the Bible, Genesis, and are the final episode in the story of the
patriarch Abraham, and his wife Sarah. Earlier in Genesis, God has promised to Abraham that he will
make of him a great nation and that "all the families of the earth shall bless themselves by you." (Gen
12:3) Sarah and Abraham are childless, even though God promises them a child, so Abraham takes
matters into his own hands and has a son, Ishmael, through his concubine Hagar. Eventually, in their old
age, Abraham's son, Isaac, is born to Sarah, his wife.

www.scripturalreasoning.org scripturalreasoning@rosecastle.foundation FOUNDATION for.Science and Religion

C/O Rose Castle Foundation, Rose Castle, Dalston, Cumbria, CA5 7BZ, UK ROSE CASTLE O The Faraday Institute



SCRIPTURAL
Ll | REASONING

Life on Earth 2: Living and dying

Christian Text:
Philippians 1:20-26

20 [t is my eager expectation and hope that I 20 kT TNV amokapadokiav kal EATISa
will not be put to shame in any way, but Hov, 0TL &v oU8evi aloyuvOnoopal, GAA” €v
that by my speaking with all boldness, Tdon TappNoia, WG TAVTOTE, Kol vOV
Christ will be exalted now as always in my peyaAvvonoetal Xplotog €v td owpati
body, whether by life or by death. nov, glte S {wijg eite St Bavdtov.

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is 21 ¢pot yap 1o Zfjv, Xplotdg: kai o

gain. amoBavely, kEpSog.

22 If [ am to live in the flesh, that means ?2 ¢1 8¢ 10 Tijv v capki, ToDTO pot kapTdg
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know £pyov- kat Tl aiprjoopat oV yvwpifw.
which I prefer. 2 guvéxopal yap ¢k T®dv 8vo, TV émbupiav
23] am hard pressed between the two: my Exwv £lg 10 dvaddoat kai oLV XploTé sivay,
desire is to depart and be with Christ, for TOAA® PGAAOV KpETGOOV:

that is far better; 24 10 8¢ ¢mpévewy év T capki

24 but to remain in the flesh is more avaykatdtepov 8t VA,

necessary for you. %% ol ToDTO TETOOMS 0lda BTL HEVE, Kal
25 Since I am convinced of this, I know that CLUTTAPAUEVED TIAGLY VUTV £lG TNV VUGV

[ will remain and continue with all of you TPOKOTMV Kol Xapdv Tfi§ TloTEWC,

for your progress and joy in faith, 28 fvat TO KoM VUGV TTEPLEGEDT &V

26 50 that I may share abundantly in your Xplot® 'Iood év éuofi, S tfig £ufig
boasting in Christ Jesus when [ come to you Tapovoiag TEALY TpdG VUAS.

again.

Notes: These verses are from a letter written by the apostle Paul to the newly formed
church in the town of Philippi in Eastern Macedonia. Paul is writing in about 62AD from
Rome, where he has been put under house arrest and is awaiting trial. In his letter he
urges the Christians in Philippi not to fear danger or persecution but to be bold in
proclaiming the message of their new faith in Christ.
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Muslim text:
The Forgiver
40: 67-8

67 It is He who created you from dust,
then from a drop of fluid, then from a

tiny, clinging form, then He brought you a4 PO O r"’ a_w\J.a uA es:.d; Lgd\ A
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old— though some of you die sooner— UA e/s'mj B}w \}USJ #Mj
and reach your appointed term so that . )‘A‘ ‘J’—t‘-‘l} djﬂ ) u—°‘w
you may reflect. 68 It is He who gives life o JS\ JA ('1 \/) u}ls;_“» a<

and death, and when He ordains a thing, ué ’d d}s-’ Lq_,u \ Al 6‘43 ma MJ
He says only 'Be' and it is. (.1 /\) U)S:‘s

English translation: M.A.S. Abdel Haleem

Notes: This passage is taken from a Meccan chapter of the Qur’an, which takes its name
from the third verse where God is described as the ‘Forgiver of sins and Accepter of
repentance’. God’s ability to create is a common theme in the Qur’an, and these verses
are of several which cite the stages of gestation and life as evidence of God’s power.
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