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Cosmos and Creation

Jewish Text: Gen 1:1-10

1 In the beginning when God created the
heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the
face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters.

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and
there was light. 4 And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. 5 God called the light
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And
there was evening and there was morning,
the first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the
midst of the waters, and let it separate the
waters from the waters.” 7 So God made
the dome and separated the waters that
were under the dome from the waters that
were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God
called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second
day.

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the
sky be gathered together into one place,
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he
called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
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Notes: These verses form the start of the Jewish Bible, (which is also the Old Testament,
the first part of the Christian Bible). The whole chapter is a stylized and repetitive
account of creation in a series of stages. Verses 1-10 depict God’s formation of the earth
as three separations - between night and day, between water and water, and between
sea and dry land. The rest of the chapter shows how the realms of sky, sea and earth are
filled by God with living things.
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Christian text
Ps 19: 1-6

To the leader. A Psalm of David.
I The heavens are telling the glory of
God;

and the firmament proclaims his
handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,

and night to night declares
knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there
words;

their voice is not heard;
* yet their voice goes out through all the
earth,

and their words to the end of the
world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the
sun,
> which comes out like a bridegroom
from his wedding canopy,

and like a strong man runs its course
with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the
heavens,

and its circuit to the end of them;

and nothing is hidden from its heat.

English translation: NRSV

Ot ovpavol dimyodvtat 56&av
Oco0v,

Tomowv 8¢ xelp®dv aTod
AvayyEALEL TO OTEPEW Q-

Npgpa i Nuepq épevyetan pijpa,
Kal VO VUKTL QvayYEAAEL YVDOLY.
oVK elolv AaAlal o0 Adyol,

oV oVl dkovovtal ai pwval
auT@V-

elg mioav TNV yiv €ENABev O
©B6YyYos aT®V

Kal €i¢ Ta mépata TG
OlKOUPEVNG T PIUATA AVTHDV.
€V T® NAle €0eT0 TO OKNVWHX
avtol:

Kal a0 TOG WG VUNLPIOG
EKTIOPEVOUEVOG €K TTAOTOD
avToD, AYoAALAoETAL WG Yiyag
Spapelv 060V avTol.

arm’ akpov tob ovpavod 1 €§060¢
oVTod,

Kal TO Katavinpa a0Tod £wg
axpov tod ovpavod,

Kal oUK €0TLY 0G ATToKpLPNoeTaL
™mv Bépunv avtol.

This hymn of praise from the book of Psalms (used by both Jews and Christians in their
worship) describes the way in which the physical cosmos relates to God. The second
part of the psalm describes the importance of the law of God for the regulation of

human life and morality.
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Muslim text:
[Verses] Made Distinct
41:9-12

9 Say, ‘How can you disregard the One
who created the earth in two Days?

How can you set up other gods as His dj; dj\_\ uj)ss_d ?S'“\ dﬂ ‘

equals? He is the Lord of all the worlds! A a-

10 He placed solid mountains on it, C\J“u\ ‘\j UJ&’A"J R 5 L.sﬁ U‘Jy\
blessed it, measured out its varied .. / 2 (‘1) ;m!‘ 2 S\ J\g
provisions for all who seek them — all 2y A LE i-

in four Days. JMJ L""S _)—’J LGAJS S c_s-“" 30
11 Then He turned to the sky, which ;,\ \_1\ 4.:133\ &2 \J,S\ \4,.\3
was smoke — He said to it and the i BN

earth, 'Come into being, willingly or 91"“‘“’” GM \ ?" (\ ) U"LL“M
not," and Uﬁ\ UAJ)«JJ L@J d\s& U\AJ =Y
they said, 'We come willingly' — af {57 @

12 and in two Days He formed seven U Ua Lu/.a\ }'f}ﬁ I:Q:JE ?\ L‘;}L’
heavens, and assigned an order to each. &2 5_\\ > S ps ug_uasa (\ ) )
We have made the nearest one IR A a-
beautifully illuminated and secure. Such CLQ 3 dS ‘53 UM}’
is the design of the Almighty, the All C\-Lﬂéj C—U—mm LUJM 91-&&3\ \-U_)j
Knowing. (\ Y) ?M\ J—’)’M J.:Js.\ J\J

English translation: M.A.S. Abdel Haleem

Notes: This passage is taken from chapter 41 of the Quran titled Fussilat. It literally
means elaborated, detailed or designed. This chapter is believed to have been revealed
in Mecca and takes its name from the second verse which describes the Quran as a book
whose verses are logically explained in Arabic recitation for the people who know.
Verses 9-11 occur after a series of questions addressed to those who doubt the origins
of revelations. One of the answers to their doubts is the miracle of creation as explained
in this passage. This passage is however hotly debated, because when we count the
days of the different stages of creation we arrive at a total of eight days, while in other
Quranic passages (7:54-58) it is stated that the creation took place in six days. Note also
that the term ‘day’ in the Quran does not always refer to 24 hours; for example, in verse
22:47 itis stated that a day in the sight of God is like a thousand years of our reckoning
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